FRESHMAN APPLICANTS

your
guide to
applying
YOUR FUTURE IS BRUIN
The University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
welcomes applications from students across the
nation and around the world. Indeed, part of what
makes UCLA great is the variety of experiences and
backgrounds our students bring to our campus
community. In 2017–18, UCLA enrolled freshman students
from over 50 countries and nearly all 50 states. Located in
Westwood Village, about five miles from the beach cities
of Santa Monica and Venice and approximately 13 miles
from downtown Los Angeles, UCLA is a research university
with a long tradition of academic and research excellence.
For nearly a century, UCLA has educated future leaders for
every endeavor—from academia to the arts, from private
industry to public service. Consistently ranked in the top
tier of national and international universities and powered
by extensive resources, UCLA graduates enjoy high rates
of admission to the world’s top graduate and professional
schools and are well prepared for service to society.
UCLA’s College of Letters and Science and five
professional schools – Arts and Architecture; Engineering
and Applied Sciences; Music; Nursing; and Theater, Film
and Television – feature renowned faculty and offer over
125 majors. We hope that you will take the time to look
closely at the opportunities awaiting you as an
undergraduate student at UCLA.

UCLA receives the most admission applications
of any university in the United States, and our
admissions requirements are among the most
selective in the nation. At UCLA we’re looking for
more than just straight-A students. We seek students
with unique stories whose rich experience brings the
type of perspective and leadership that we value.
As an undergraduate, you may apply for admission as
a freshman (first-year) or as a transfer student. You
are a freshman applicant if you will be completing
high school; if you have already graduated from high
school, you can be considered a freshmen if you have
not enrolled at any college or university following
your graduation. You are a transfer applicant if you
have completed college level coursework after high
school graduation, learn more at:
www.admission.ucla.edu/prospect/adm_tr.htm.

academic preparation
To be considered for admission to UCLA as a freshman, you must
complete high school with a superior record in academic subjects and
be on-track to complete your high school diploma. Applicants are
expected to have completed these minimum requirements:
• 2 years History/Social Science
• 4 years of college-preparatory English
• 3 years of mathematics (4 years recommended)
• 2 years of laboratory science (3 years recommended)
• 2 years of Language other than English (3 years recommended)
• 1 year of Visual and Performing Arts (if available)
We understand that UCLA’s subject requirements may be difficult for
some applicants to meet due to differences in school curricula. All
applications for admission are reviewed within the context of courses
available to them; if a particular required subject is not available, we will
consider your application without it. There is no single academic path
that we expect all students to follow, but the strongest applicants
take the most rigorous high school curriculum available to them.
Please feel free to contact UCLA Undergraduate Admission if you have
any questions about the subject requirements.

TESTING

REQUIREMENT
All freshman applicants are expected to take
the following tests:
• The ACT Assessment plus Writing or
• The SAT with Essay
• Applicants to the Henry Samueli School of
Engineering and Applied Sciences are
strongly encouraged to take the
following SAT Subject Tests: Math Level 2
and a science test (Biology E/M,
Chemistry, or Physics) that is closely
related to the applicant’s intended major
• Note: UCLA does not “superscore.” We
will use your highest composite score
from a single sitting of the ACT or SAT
In order for your test scores to be available
in time for our review, all tests must be
taken by December of your senior year. All
scores should be sent directly to the UCLA
Undergraduate Admission Office through the
testing agency.
UCLA’s ACT number: 0448
UCLA’s College Board (SAT) number: 4837

the personal insight questions
The University’s personal insight
question portion of the application
allows you to provide information that
will give us more insight about you
during the review process. Remember, the
personal questions are just that — personal.
The important thing is expressing who are
you, what matters to you and what you want
to share with us. You will have eight
questions to choose from. You must
respond to only four of the eight questions.
Each response is limited to a maximum of
350 words. Which questions you choose to
answer is entirely up to you: You should
select questions that are most relevant to
your experience and that best reflect your
individual circumstances.

PERSONAL INSIGHT QUESTIONS
1. Describe an example of your leadership
experience in which you have positively
influenced others, helped resolve
disputes, or contributed to group efforts
over time.
2. Every person has a creative side, and it
can be expressed in many ways: problem
solving, original and innovative thinking,
and artistically, to name a few. Describe
how you express your creative side.
3. What would you say is your greatest
talent or skill? How have you developed
and demonstrated that talent over time?
4. Describe how you have taken
advantage of a significant educational
opportunity or worked to overcome an
educational barrier you have faced.

5. Describe the most significant
challenge you have faced and the steps
you have taken to overcome this
challenge. How has this challenge
affected your academic achievement?
6. Think about an academic subject that
inspires you. Describe how you have
furthered this interest inside and/or
outside of the classroom.
7. What have you done to make
your school or your community a
better place?
8. Beyond what has already been shared
in your application, what do you believe
makes you stand out as a strong
candidate for admissions to the
University of California?

How we review our applicants
All applications are reviewed in a consistent
manner and all achievement – both
academic and nonacademic/personal – is
considered in the context of your
educational circumstances, with an emphasis
on the opportunities or challenges presented
to you and your response to them. No single
attribute or characteristic guarantees the
admission of any applicant to UCLA.
Application review consists of a
comprehensive look at all of your information
(academic and personal). All applications
are read twice, in their entirety, by
admissions professionals.
We are familiar with most California schools
and many around the nation. Our careful study
of different schools and curricula is also
supported by information we receive directly
from schools, including communication with
school personnel. The UC application is
designed for students to self-advocate, and
we welcome information applicants think

might be helpful in understanding their
accomplishments within their school
communities. Additional information about
the school(s) you have attended can be
included in the “comments” section of
your application.
There is no formula for gaining admission
to UCLA. There are no minimum GPA or test
scores that guarantee admission. Students
with vastly different credentials come from
thousands of high schools across the country
and around the world. What unifies our
students are the talents they bring to UCLA
and their passion to explore all that UCLA has
to offer.
The review focuses on consistent and ongoing
participation in extracurricular activities,
community service, special programs, or paid
employment, with an emphasis on
leadership, initiative, and tenacity. We also
consider the contributions that students have
made to their school or community.
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GENERAL APPLICATION TIPS
The University of California’s online
application (UC Application) is used to apply
to UCLA and all University of California
campuses. Find the application at:
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply.
All academic and non-academic information
plus personal insight question answers are
reported via the online UC application. UCLA
uses self-reported academic information when
making the preliminary assessment of your
application for admission. In completing your
application, you will be asked to list all courses
and grades from all schools and colleges you
have attended. Complete the educational
history section of the application exactly as it
appears on your school records. Later, we will
request official transcripts to verify the
completeness and accuracy of this information.
Applicants to The College of Letters and
Science will be asked to select a major of
choice, however, applicants who have not
yet selected a major are welcome to apply
with an “undecided/undeclared” status.
The Henry Samueli School of Engineering and
Applied Sciences (HSSEAS) admits students by
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declared major; students applying to HSSEAS
may select an alternate major, within
HSSEAS, if they wish.

ACT

Applicants to the School of Arts and
Architecture; Music; Nursing; and Theater,
Film and Television will receive additional
information regarding the respective
school’s supplemental application following
the submission of your UC application.

Mid-50% ACT
Composite Score

We guarantee review of first-choice
majors only.
Letters of recommendation and
interviews are not accepted and official
documents or transcripts are not required
until after an admission offer is accepted.
UCLA does not offer an early action or
early decision program.
UCLA requests that you report all changes in
your high school academic record as well as
any changes in your mailing address that
occur after you submit your application. You
will receive information on how to do this
following submission of your application.
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cost of attendance and financial commitment
UCLA is a need-blind university. Financial status is
Estimated Costs
for Academic Year 2017-18
not taken into account when reviewing applications
(all fees are subject to change)
for admission. Professionals in the Financial Aid
office are dedicated to helping you make UCLA
Living in a Residence Hall*
affordable. Leveraging numerous financial aid
Tuition and Fees
$13,260
options, we create a strategy that works for each
Room and Board
$15,143
family to cover the cost of your education. Most
Books and Supplies $1,173
families pay less than the full price of tuition. In fact,
over 50% of our 2016-17 undergraduates were
Transportation
$420
awarded need-based scholarships or grant aid with
Personal
$1,431
an average gift award of $19,577. To keep UCLA
Health Insurance
$2,117
affordable, we offer an array of housing options and
meal plans – as well as financial aid for housing – so
TOTAL
$33,604**
that you have the flexibility as to how much you pay
for room and board. For more information on how to make UCLA affordable, see:
www.ucla.edu/admission/affordability. In addition, UCLA offers payment plan options for both
tuition and housing so that families can make smaller, regular tuition payments throughout
the academic year instead of larger, lump-sum payments.
*Over 97% of all freshmen students live on campus. For information on the estimated budget
for students commuting from home or living off-campus, see www.financialaid.ucla.edu.
**In addition, the Nonresident Supplemental Tuition is $28,014, bringing the total estimated
cost of attendance for nonresidents to $61,618.

types of financial aid
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) can be filed starting October 1. The UCLA
priority deadline for FAFSA filing is March 2. Students who submit their application after this
priority deadline will have reduced eligibility for aid. Based on your FAFSA and other
information you submit, UCLA Financial Aid and Scholarships will determine your eligibility for
a variety of funding options, including scholarships, grants, work-study programs and loans.
AB540 eligible students who are not citizens or permanent residents can apply for aid via
Dream Act application with the same priority deadline of March 2.
If you are a California resident, the California Student Aid Commission provides grants to
qualified students, which assist you with your educational expenses. If you are not a California
resident, your home state might offer college grants even if you attend an institution in
another state. Check the U.S. Department of Education website for a list of state higher
education agencies that can direct you to the proper resources.
The UCLA Scholarship Resource Center is available to help you identify scholarships for which
you are qualified. Other resources, including community service organizations in your
hometown, faith-based groups and your high school career/college counseling center are
options to explore. We also encourage you to initiate a search for additional scholarship
resources via the internet.
Lastly, an online search will reveal various websites and databases dedicated to helping you
locate the best scholarship opportunities. For information about searching for UCLA
scholarships for first-year students and other outside scholarships, please review our
Scholarship Resource Center website at: www.scholarshipcenter.ucla.edu. We hope that this
free scholarship search option and others that you may identify will be helpful in augmenting
your resources.

IMPORTANT DATES
AND DEADLINES
August 1:
Application opens for Fall 2018
October 1:
Filing period opens for Free
Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) and Dream Act
Application for all applicants;
filing period opens for GPA
Verification Form (required for
California residents only for
Cal Grant consideration)
November 1-30:
Application filing period
March 2:
Deadline for applicants to
submit financial aid application
(FAFSA) and Cal Grant GPA
verification forms
Late March:
Admission notification (freshmen)
May 1:
Deadline to submit your
enrollment deposit and
applications for on-campus
housing and The College of Letters
and Science Honors Program

CONTACT INFORMATION
AND RESOURCES
UCLA Undergraduate Admission
1147 Murphy Hall
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1436
ugadm@admission.ucla.edu
www.admission.ucla.edu

LET’S STAY CONNECTED
Get on our list to receive more
information about UCLA,
academics, student life and much
more! To sign-up, go to:
admission.ucla.edu/getconnected
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